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AMENDING TITLE 15, CHAPTER 14, ARTICLE 5, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY ADDING

SECTION 15-1856; RELATING TO THE ARIZONA COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION.
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 15, chapter 14, article 5, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 15-1856, to read:

15-1856. Centennial scholars program; fund; report; program

termination; definition

A. THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, IN COOPERATION WITH THE
ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION, EACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT AND EACH UNIVERSITY UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS, SHALL DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT THE
CENTENNIAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM. THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION
SHALL PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS AS PART OF THE CENTENNIAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM FROM
THE CENTENNIAL SCHOLARS FUND ESTABLISHED BY SUBSECTION F OF THIS SECTION TO
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS WHO HAVE GRADUATED FROM A HIGH SCHOOL IN THIS STATE AND WHO
DEMONSTRATE FINANCIAL NEED.

B. AN ELIGIBLE STUDENT WHO IS INITIALLY SELECTED TO RECEIVE A TUITION
SCHOLARSHIP PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL MEET THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
ESTABLISHED BY THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION FOR THE CENTENNIAL
SCHOLARS PROGRAM AND ALL OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

1. ADMISSION AND CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT AS A FULL-TIME STUDENT IN A
UNIVERSITY UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS OR
ADMISSION AND CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT IN BOTH A UNIVERSITY UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS AND A COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN THIS
STATE.

2. CERTIFICATION IN WRITING THAT THE STUDENT:

(a) HAS NOT ENGAGED IN THE UNLAWFUL USE OR POSSESSION OF CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES, DANGEROUS DRUGS OR SPIRITUOUS LIQUOR.

(b) HAS NOT COMMITTED ANY OTHER CRIME UNDER TITLE 13.

3. APPLICATION FOR OTHER AVAILABLE FEDERAL AND STATE FINANCIAL AID BY
COMPLETING THE FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID.

C. AN ELIGIBLE STUDENT MAY RECEIVE A TUITION SCHOLARSHIP PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION FOR UP TO EIGHT ACADEMIC SEMESTERS WITHIN SIX YEARS FROM THE
DATE OF GRADUATION FROM A HIGH SCHOOL IN THIS STATE.

D. AN ELIGIBLE STUDENT WHO RECEIVES A SCHOLARSHIP PURSUANT TO THIS
SECTION MAY QUALIFY FOR RENEWAL OF THE TUITION SCHOLARSHIP IF THE STUDENT
MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

1. APPLIES FOR OTHER AVAILABLE FEDERAL AND STATE FINANCIAL AID BY
COMPLETING THE FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID.

2. PROVIDES PROOF THAT THE STUDENT CONTINUES TO MEET THE SCHOLARSHIP
CRITERIA PRESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION.

3. MAINTAINS A GRADE POINT AVERAGE OF AT LEAST 3.0 ON A 4.0 SCALE, OR
THE EQUIVALENT.

4. MAINTAINS FULL-TIME ENROLLMENT DURING THE SEMESTER IN WHICH THE
TUITION SCHOLARSHIP IS AWARDED.
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E. THE AMOUNT OF A SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL
NOT EXCEED THE COST OF RESIDENT TUITION AND MANDATORY FEES AT THE UNIVERSITY
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS.

F. THE CENTENNIAL SCHOLARS FUND IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING OF
LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATIONS. THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION SHALL
ADMINISTER THE FUND. THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION SHALL
DISTRIBUTE MONIES FROM THE FUND TO PROVIDE TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS TO ELIGIBLE
STUDENTS. ON NOTICE FROM THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, THE
STATE TREASURER SHALL INVEST AND DIVEST MONIES IN THE FUND AS PROVIDED BY
SECTION 35-313, AND MONIES EARNED FROM INVESTMENT SHALL BE CREDITED TO THE
FUND. MONIES IN THE FUND ARE CONTINUOUSLY APPROPRIATED AND ARE EXEMPT FROM
THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 35-190 RELATING TO LAPSING OF APPROPRIATIONS. THE
COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION MAY RETAIN UP TO TEN PER CENT OF THE
AMOUNT APPROPRIATED TO THE FUND EACH YEAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING
THE TUITION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AND TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR SERVICES TO
ENCOURAGE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO ENROLL IN AND CONTINUE ATTENDANCE AT
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

G. STUDENTS WHO GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL AFTER 2011 AND WHO MEET THE
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION MAY BE AWARDED TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION.

H. THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION SHALL MAINTAIN AND HAVE
CONTINUOUS ACCESS TO THE FOLLOWING:

1. ALL WRITTEN AGREEMENTS AND CERTIFICATIONS SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION.

2. A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF ALL STUDENTS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE
PROGRAM.

I. THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, IN COOPERATION WITH THE
ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION, EACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT AND EACH UNIVERSITY UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS, SHALL SUBMIT AN ANNUAL REPORT
ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1 TO THE GOVERNOR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, THE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE BUDGET
COMMITTEE THAT INCLUDES A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE AMOUNT OF MONIES
DISTRIBUTED FROM THE CENTENNIAL SCHOLARS FUND DURING THE PREVIOUS FISCAL YEAR
AND THAT INCLUDES THE TOTAL NUMBER OF QUALIFIED APPLICANTS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS,
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED AND A LIST OF THE UNIVERSITIES AND
COMMUNITY COLLEGES ATTENDED BY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS. THE COMMISSION FOR
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION SHALL PROVIDE A COPY OF THIS REPORT TO THE SECRETARY
OF STATE AND THE DIRECTOR OF THE ARIZONA STATE LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND PUBLIC
RECORDS.

J. THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION SHALL ADOPT RULES TO
CARRY OUT THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, INCLUDING RULES THAT ESTABLISH
APPEALS PROCEDURES FOR PERSONS WHO DO NOT QUALIFY FOR THE PROGRAM PURSUANT TO
SUBSECTION B, C OR D OF THIS SECTION.
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K. THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED BY THIS SECTION ENDS ON JULY 1, 2021
PURSUANT TO SECTION 41-3102.

L. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "ELIGIBLE STUDENT™ MEANS A
STUDENT WHO MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

1. IS A RESIDENT OF THIS STATE.

2. IS ENROLLED IN GRADE NINE AT A PUBLIC SCHOOL IN THIS STATE.

3. SIGNS A WRITTEN AGREEMENT DEVELOPED BY THE COMMISSION FOR
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, BETWEEN GRADE EIGHT AND GRADE TEN, WITH THE
SIGNATURE OF THE PUPIL'S PARENT OR GUARDIAN, THAT THE STUDENT WILL MEET ALL
OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

(a) GRADUATE FROM A HIGH SCHOOL IN THIS STATE AND MEET ALL THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR DESIGNATION AS A CENTENNIAL SCHOLAR.

(b) NOT ENGAGE IN THE UNLAWFUL USE OR POSSESSION OF CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES, DANGEROUS DRUGS OR SPIRITUOUS LIQUOR.

(c) NOT COMMIT ANY OTHER CRIME UNDER TITLE 13.

(d) DURING GRADE TWELVE, TIMELY APPLY FOR ADMISSION TO A UNIVERSITY
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS OR TO A DEGREE
GRANTING PROGRAM IN A COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN THIS STATE WITH THE INTENT TO
CONTINUE TO A BACHELOR DEGREE PROGRAM IN THIS STATE AT A UNIVERSITY UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS.

(e) DURING GRADE TWELVE, COMPLETE AND SUBMIT A FREE APPLICATION FOR
FEDERAL STUDENT AID.

(f) DURING GRADE TWELVE, APPLY IN A TIMELY MANNER FOR ANY AVAILABLE
FEDERAL AND STATE FINANCIAL AID.

(g) OBTAIN A CUMULATIVE GRADE POINT AVERAGE IN CORE ACADEMIC COURSES
OF AT LEAST 3.0 ON A 4.0 SCALE, OR THE EQUIVALENT.

(h) CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED FIFTY HOURS OF VERIFIED VOLUNTEER
SERVICE IN GRADE NINE, TEN, ELEVEN OR TWELVE.

Sec. 2. Effective date

Section 15-1856, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by this act, is
effective from and after June 30, 2011.
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